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January 4, 2023

Mrs. Maika Arnold, Senior Planner
Town of Longboat Key

501 Bay Isles Road

Longboat Key, FL 34228

Re: Site and Development Plan and Amendment to PUD/ODP
Town of Longboat Key Town Center Project - Narrative

Dear Mrs. Arnold:

The following narrative provides a background to describe the Town Center
development and the purpose of this amendment.

Background

The Town Center is located at 600 Bay Isles Road just north of Publix and Chase
Bank. Over the course of 2014 and 2017, the Town invested a total of $3.7 million
to purchase three parcels of land totaling 4.81 acres that comprise the “Town
Center.” The Town has been developing the parcels using a three-phased
approach:

e Phase 1 Initial Outdoor Venue (clearing and initial grading)
e Phase 2 Outdoor Venue and Stage
e Phase 3 Future Building Facilities through Partnership opportunities

Public feedback collected through workshops and various citizen’s surveys have
all demonstrated positive interest in the Town Center development. As such, the
Town Commission’s adopted 2022 Strategic Initiatives identifies two related
goals:

e “Complete outdoor Town Center venue Phase 2 improvements, including
stage”

e “Advance concept of a community center with a public library, adult
education, and a multipurpose space on the south parcel at Town Center...”

The Town has invested further in the property by funding and conducting concept
planning, demolition of the Amore’ restaurant, design and construction of
Outdoor Venue Phase 1, and also Phase 2 design. These costs total over
$850,000. The Town received a $400,000 grant from Sarasota County to offset
some of these costs.



T OWN O F Public Works Department
600 General Harris Street
Longboat Key FL 34228

LONGBOAT KEY S

www.longboatkey.org

Incorporated November 14, 1955

Phase 1 Initial Outdoor Venue is complete.

Phase 2 Outdoor Venue and Stage construction is now in progress. The Town is
under contract with Jon F. Swift for $2,227,368.31 million for the construction
work, including a privately-funded outdoor pavilion (stage). Phase 2 also
includes elevating grades and adding walkways, landscaping, lighting, and
expanding the stormwater management area.

Phase 3 is to be developed in the future. Conceptually, phase 3 includes the
development of community building facilities to serve as additional amenities to
be operated, programmed, managed, and maintained through a multi-party
public-private partnership with public, private and donor funding.

The Town Center Master Plan includes two potential buildable areas. The
southern building pad is currently being considered for development. As noted in
the strategic goal statement, uses are typical of a community center. The Town
Commission has decided that buildings may be single story or two story, and can
be in a campus like setting that may include connecting breezeways, as
applicable. Sarasota County has programmed funding to begin architectural
design and charettes for the library component.

Purpose of the Outline Development Plan Amendment

The Town, as property owner and applicant, is seeking to revise the Bay Isles
Planned Unit Development to entitle land uses sanctioned by the Town
Commission and to approve an updated plan for the site generally referred to as
the “Town Center.” A portion of the town Center site was last amended by
Ordinance No. 2012-03, which was approved on February 6, 2012 with an
Outline Development Plan that explicitly eliminated all allowable uses from a
2.81-acre portion of the site. This 2.81-acre area is part of the overall 4.81-acre
Town Center area purchased by the Town and lies west of the existing parking
lot and former Amore’ restaurant.

It is the intent of the Town of Longboat Key to pursue this Outline Development
Plan amendment establishing the following broad uses on the entire site:

e Public parks and recreation areas, Open Space
e Government Buildings and Services

e Continuing Education and Civic Centers

e Non-Profit Cultural Centers

e Accessory uses to the above

The existing Mixed-Use Community — Bay Isles District (MUC-1) zoning
designation allows for Parks and Recreation as well as Government Buildings
and Services as permitted uses with Site Development Plan review [158.075(B)].
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The Town initiated a companion zoning text amendment to allow “INS”
(Community Facility Institutional District) land uses within the MUC-1 district to
accommodate all of the Town intended uses that have been endorsed by the
Town Commission.

The overall intent of the Town is to develop the site into a Town Center park with
an outdoor performance pavilion and a future community building(s).

Please feel free to contact our department if you need further assistance at
(941) 316-1988.

Sincerely,

Udn

Isaac Brownman
Public Works Director

Attachment: Town Center Master Plan



