ORDINANCE 98-32

ORDINANCE 98-32

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY,
FLORIDA, CALLING A SPECIAL REFERENDUM OF THE
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE TOWN FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DETERMINING WHETHER OR NOT A NEW
CHARTER SHALL BE ADOPTED, INCLUDING AN OPTION
TO RETAIN THE NEW PROVISION FOR SPECIAL
MASTERS TO HANDLE CERTAIN ETHICS ISSUES,
INCLUDING AN OPTION TO RETAIN THE NEW
PROVISION FOR TERM LIMITS FOR TOWN
COMMISSIONERS, AND INCLUDING AN OPTION TO
RETAIN THE NEW PROVISION FOR ANNUAL
COMPENSATION FOR TOWN COMMISSIONERS, ALL AS
ARE MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN THE
CHARTER TEXT SET FORTH HEREIN; SETTING FORTH
THE PROPOSED NEW CHARTER LANGUAGE; STATING
THE REFERENDUM QUESTIONS; SCHEDULING THE
REFERENDUM FOR MARCH 9, 1999, SHOULD
SARASOTA COUNTY HOLD A COUNTY-WIDE ELECTION
ON THAT DATE, ALONG WITH THE LONGBOAT KEY
GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION, OR ON MARCH 17,
1999, SHOULD SARASOTA COUNTY DETERMINE NO
COUNTY-WIDE ELECTION WILL TAKE PLACE ON
MARCH 9, 1999; STATING THE EFFECTIVE DATE FOR
THE NEW CHARTER; PROVIDING FOR THE READING
OF THIS ORDINANCE BY TITLE ONLY; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the existing Charter of the Town of Longboat Key was
adopted by referendum held on March 20, 1975, and was further amended thereafter
on September 21, 1989 and March 17, 1998, hereinafter referred to as the 1975
Charter; and

WHEREAS, the Town Commission appointed a Charter Revisw
Committee to review the 1975 Charter and make recommendations conceming
changes to that document; and

WHEREAS, the Town Commission has received a revised Charter from
the Charter Review Committee and has reviewed and proposed the amendments; and

WHEREAS, the Town Commission has determined that the qualified
electors of the Town shall be given an opportunity to approve a revised Charter,
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hereinafter referred to as the 1999 Charter; and

WHEREAS, the Town Commission has further determined, as part of the
referendum approval process, that should the proposed 1999 Charter be approved, the
electors shall be given choices as to retaining the new provision for Special Masters to
handle certain ethics issues instead of an Ethics Commission, retaining the new
provision of term limits for Town Commissioners, and retaining the new provision of
$2000 annual compensation for Town Commissioners.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COMMISSION
OF THE TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY, FLORIDA, THAT:

Section 1. The proposed 1999 Charter shall be submitted to a vote
of the qualified electors of the Town for approval.

Section 2. The referendum shall be held on either March 9, 1999,
along with the anticipated Sarasota County county-wide election on that date, or on
March 17, 1999, should Sarasota County, subsequent to adoption of this Ordinance,
determine no county-wide election will take place on March 9, 1999,.

Section 3. The four (4) ballot questions shall allow for a choice, by
the qualified electors of the Town, to retain the 1975 Charter or to adopt the proposed
1999 Charter. In the event that the proposed 1999 Charter is adopted, all electors shall
have the opportunity to further determine whether to retain the new provision for certain
ethics issues to be handled by Special Masters instead of an Ethics Commission,
whether to retain the new provision of term limits for Town Commissioners, and
whether to retain the new provision of $2000 annual compensation for Town
Commissioners.

Section 4. The provisions of the proposed 1999 Charter are attached
hereto, marked as Exhibit “A", and by reference is made a part hereof. Additionally, the
alternatives to the proposed 1999 Charter regarding the handling of certain ethics
issues (Exhibit “B"), term limits for Town Commissioners (Exhibit “C"), and annual
compensation for Town Commissioners (Exhibit “D"), are attached hereto and by
reference are made a part hereof. Copies of the 1975 Charter, the proposed 1999
Charter, and the Charter language changes necessary to be approved by the qualified
electors of the Town for any subsequent amendments regarding handling ethics issues,
term limits for Town Commissioners, and $2000 annual compensation to Town
Commissioners, shall be available for inspection or copying at the Office of the Town
Clerk.

Section 5.  The questions pertaining to the proposed 1999 Charter shall

be submitted to the qualified electors of the Town in substantially the following form,
which shall be printed on the ballot;
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Shall the proposed 1999 Charter of the Town of
Longboat Key, if adopted, retain the provision for

the appointment of a minimum of three independent
Special Masters to handle certain Ethics Issues, rather
than an Ethics Commission appointed by the Town
Commission composed of citizens of the Town?

For

Against

Shall the proposed 1999 Charter of the Town of Longg_gat Key,
if adopted, retain the provision for a limit of three terms for
Town Commissioners with an intervening 2-year period out of
office before serving again?

For

Against

Shall the proposed 1999 Charter of the Town of Longboat Key,
’ if adopted, retain the provision for $2000 annual compensation
for Town Commissioners?
For

Against

Shall the proposed 1999 Charter of the Town of Longboat Key
be adopted?

For

Against
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- Section 6,  If a majority of the qualified electors of the Town of Longboat
Key actually voting on the referendum questions shall vote for adoption of the proposed
1999 Charter, and as may be amended by the approval of any of the additional
questions posed, the 1999 Charter shall become effective at 12:01 a.m. on the day
- following the date of the Town Commission’s canvass of the referendum results on the
next day after the referendum, and when filed with the Office of the Department of State
of the State of Florida. If a majority of the qualified electors of the Town of Longboat
Key actually voting on such questions at the referendum shall vote against the adoption
of the proposed 1999 Charter, then it shall not be effective or operative, and the same
shall be void and of no effect, and the present Charter of the Town of Longboat Key

shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 7. The laws and ordinances in effect in the Town of Longboat

Key at the time of this referendum governing election procedures, including the laws

v and ordinances goveming the voting and counting of absentee ballots, shail apply to

; and govern the referendum provided for herein and all matters pertaining thereto,
except as otherwise provided for in this Charter.

Section 8, This Ordinance shall take effect upon second reading and
adoption, except that the proposed 1999 Charter, and policies for handling ethics
issues, term limits for Town Commissioners, and compensation for Town
Commissioners, if approved during the referendum process, shall become effective as
specifically provided for in Section 6 above.

’ PASSED on first reading and public hearing this 7™ day of

DECEMBER , 1998.

ADOPTED on second reading and public hearing this 17™ day of

DECEMBER , 1998.

MAYOR
ATTEST:

TGWN CLERK
Attachments: Exhibits “A", “B", “C", “D"
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S - LONGBOAT—KEY—GHARTER

. ZOW_OF LONGRORT KEX. = CHARTER

Editor's note:

On March 20, 1975, the town's voters approved Ord. 75-2,
adopted by the Town Commission on February 19, 1975, which adopted
a new Charter as herein set out. The town's previous Charter was
derived from Special Acts 1957, Ch. 1540, and special Acts, Chs.
59-1511, 59-1512, 61-2422, 65-1862, and 69-1265. On November 7,
1989, the town's voters approved ordinance 89-15 adopted by the 1
Town Commission on September 21, 1989, which adopted fourteen
Charter amendments as herein set out. Ma 17 1998, :
d o

Article Y. Boundaries, Powers and Form of Government

Purpose

Body corporate and politic
Boundaries

Form of government

Powers of municipality
Powers of town commission
Amended Charter; references
Ethics in government

OJond W -

Afticle II. Town Commission

Commission districts

Creation of commission; residency requirements, election
and terms of office of commissioners

Nominations; character of service

W N
P
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4. Elections generally
. Conduct of elections .
Hours polls to be open; canvass of returns;
certification of election
1. Judge of qualifications
E: Vacancies
9. Recall of town commissioners
Mayor and vice-mayor
Functions and powers of mayor
Relationship of town commission with administration
Meetings
Special and Emergency meetings
Penalty for absence
Enactment of ordinances
Emergency measures
Codification of ordinances
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IQWN OF LONGBOAT KEY. — CHARTER

é%i Oath of office

Appointment of advisory boards
. Duty to impose and levy taxes
, Comprehensive plan for town
Investigations

Article IIXI. Town Manager . ..

Appointment; qualifications, compensation
Removal

Acting town manager

Powers and duties of the town manager

Articla IV. Town Clerk —

Appointment and qualifications
Powers and duties

Article V. Town Finances

Finance director

Fiscal year

Submission of budget and budget message
Budget message

Budget

Capital program

Town commission action on budget
Public records

Amendments after adoption

Lapse of appropriations

Budget work programs and allotments
Certificate of available funds

13. Audit of accounts .
Audit and certification of claims
Investment advisory committee

Bonds gegefa%}y

=l
I
e e [Is

rﬁ

1.
2.
3.
Seetion

Article VI. Town Attorney

Appointment and qualifications
Assistant town attorneys
Duties
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Article VII. Charter Amendments

X BA- L)

1. Proposal of amendments

2. Method of referendum

3. Referendum on Charter amendments
4, Adoption of amendment

5. Supplemental method of amendment

Article VIIT. Transitional and Separability

1. Existing ordinances not inconsistent with amended
Charter

Title to all properties reserved

3. Obligation of contracts preserved

3. Officers held over until successors qualify

%, Separability clause

Effective Date

2.
3

Article I. Boundaries, Powers and Form of Government

Sec. 1. Purpose.

We, the people of the Town of Longboat Key, desiring to
avail ourselves of the right to establish a home rule charter
form of government do, in accordance with the Constitution and
the Laws of the State of Florida, ordain and establish this
Charter and form of government for the Town of Longboat Key,

- [}
Florida.4ord—35—2—passed—2 39-754-

Sec. 2. Body corporate and golitic.

The inhabitants of the Town of Longboat Key, Florida, as its
%&m%%5—aEe—hefeéna%eef—se%—éef%h, as_its boundaries are established
Egrsggnt to Article I, Segti%n 3, sha hbe and continue to be a

ody politic and corporate to be known and designated as the "Town
of Longboat Key," and as such shall have perpetual succession.
- The use of any word impor ing mal
ender within this charter s all extend an e a ed to both
male and female.

|
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The cor%orate boundaries of the Town shall be established by
ordinance and_s 1 remain fixed as existing on the date this
rter take ffect. The Town s all hav h wer to chan

@ h ﬁs_;éi—&-é._—_-%_—.—;ﬂg
its ndaries in the manner prescribed by law.

355053

4
BOOK_—13  PAGE 49l Ag- 32




ORDINANCE 98-32 B

E

Y e -

Redlined to show changes: Peltevions

— November ié, f998

Sec. 4. Form of government

The form of government of—the—Town—of—Lengbeat—Key established
under this Charter shall be a vcommission-manager” form as herein
’ defined. The commission shall consist of seven (7) electors to be
nominated and elected as hereinafter provided. The Commission
shall constitute the governing body of the town, with the duties
and responsibilities hereinafter provided, and shall appoint a
chief administrative officer to be known as "town manager" to
exercise all the powers, perform the duties and assume the
responsibilities hereinafter provided.

Sec. 5. Powers of municipality

In accordance with the Constitution of—the—State—of—Florida
and the Statutes of the State of Florida, the Town of Longboat Key
shall have all governmental, corporate and proprietary powers to
enable it to conduct municipal government, perform municipal
functions and render municipal services; and it may exercise any of

its powers for municipal purposes, except when expressly prohibited
by law, provided:

had t—lease—*E thers—any—reereationat
+a}—Fhe—town—Sha= t——lease—to—ethers—any—Fe
11443 P2y £+t otz oy ot
£faeiltities—of—the—town—For—o V‘L‘eé—eé—mefe—%haa—%en—+%9+——yea§s+
tb}—Th oz shall nat arant S £rapnehise—Fo0r—
¢ The——towi——Sshall—hRotT—grant—ahty £ran
utiltities 3 3 ion—or—e serviees—E a—peried—eof—ore
—Eranspestation—or—other—serviees—or—= :

+e} a) The town shall not sell any real property owned by
the town unless the town commission first determines that such real
property may not be needed for current or future municipal use, and
not less than seven—{t#} thirty {302 days prior to sale thereof,
causes a notice to be P 1she in a newspaper of general
circulation within the town giving notice of sueh its intention to
sell.
+9féréis—ar—passeé—a—%e—Js

{b) No revenue bonds as defined by State law shall be issued
by the Town or any public entity controlled by the Town without
approval at a referendum held in the manner prescribed by law.
The Town Commission may waive the requirement for a referendum
for said revenue bonds if it determines, in its sole discretion,
that there exists an emergency such that it is in the best
interest of the Town to issue the bonds without referendum.

S
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(c) Notwithstanding the above, a referendum shall not be
, required for refinancing existing bonds

Sec. 6. Powers of town commission.

(a) All powers of the Town of Longboat Key except those
, vested in the town manager, town clerk, and town attorney, exeept
QL as otherwise. provided in this Charter, are vested in the town
commission. The town commission may prescribe by ordinance or
resolution the manner in which such powers are exercised. The town
commission shall have power to pass all ordinances and laws not
inconsistent with the Constitution and the Laws of the United
States and the State of Florida as in its judgment may be necessary
and proper for the government and preservation of peace and order
within the town. .

(b) The town commission shall have the power to preseribe

556000 nd—no—such—imprison sh o £ poriod—ionge

2r—passed—2-35-754+ Pm—Ord—I5—4—passed—3—30-I15)—Dm—Ord—89—
12, passed—9-12-89+—jimpose by ordinance such fines, penalties and
; it deems necessary for the enforcement of ordinances

Sec. 7. Amended Charter; references.

(a) This Charter constitutes the amended Charter of the Town

’ of Longboat Key and is adopted pursuant to Florida Statutes,
Section 1866.031,—as—amended by laws—eof-Fleridar—ehapter—73-129.

{(b) References to "Charter" or "amended Charter” throughout
refer to this amended Charter; references to. "town" refer to the
Town of Longboat Key; references to "commission" refer to the town
commission; and references to "manager”" refer to the town manager.

Sec. 8. Ethics in government.

A public office is a public trust. The people shall have
the right to secure and sustain that trust against abuse. To
assure this right, the town commission shall provide by ordinance
a town ethics code establishing standards of conduct for town
officers, employees, candidates and advisory board members,
including without limitation elected town commissioners, and
requiring disclosure of financial or other interests and voting
conflicts, and providing procedures for such disclosures.

00K L& PAGE_A4 9"
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3 Rubl-ite—ecensure—and-reprimand-

To further assure this ri the Town Commission shall
aggoinr a minimum of three (3) Lnﬁe endent Special Masters. When
a complaint alleging a [aint alleqing a breach of guEllc trust is filed with gﬁ
T%wn Cl k ncerning a cangldate for Town Commission Oor an

cte

lex
e 5 Town_Commissioner, or any member of an agv_sor board, an
1n%egen§ent Sgeciaf Master shall be chosen Ez Tot from the 1ist

399053 7
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ave the power to ta i includin U
gensure and reprfman . Y r%g b
pecun ar% enefits receive ecause of the violation comm
emova fom office, or rec mmengatfon o_-the ate of Flor
hat th individual be removed from public office.

An
rieve a decision of a Svecial Master shall ap 1v to Ee

a
circuit court for 1ud1c1af Telief within thirty (30) days after

rendition of the degision,

The Town Manager shall insure that all empl i
the established standards of conduct for emplovees, a
the Town, and shall have the power to repriman uni

mote ismiss or take o r disciplinary action concernin
====é;£====if=ﬁ?=========;£=%==

Lo who breach ethical standards., The Town Commission
) se%ect 2 Speclal Master to review all complaints a eging
[cal misconduct regaralng either the Town Manager or the Town

nev and the Soecial Master shall make findings of fact as to

her the misconduct occurred and shall forward said Elnaings

he Town Commission for further action.

D
3 o

i

£ 2] It
Y HCTRCY
D |ict

C!
t

’ to t

Any member of the town commission or an appointed board who
is convicted of a felony, or for an misdemeanor arising
directly out of his conduct of duties, shall forfeit his office,

The town code of ethics may have additioral or different types
of provisions than those of the state law, and may be stricter or
more relaxed in it terms, provided however, that the provisions of
the town ethics code shall not be inconsistent with state law, and
all town officers and employees shall continue to be governed by
the ethical standards provided therein.
+6rd—85-15,—passed—0-21-99}

199653 8
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Article II. Town Commission
Sec. 1. Commission districts.

There are hereby created five (5) commission districts in
the Town of Longboat Key as presently established by ordinance of
the town. All district boundaries shall run as nearly as
possible along lot lines or street lines and as nearly as
possible in an east-west direction. All districts shall have
substantially an equal number of electors registered thereir..

The town commission shall, by ordinance, redistrict the town
within six (6) months after the general election held in March if
the number of registered electors in any district exceeds by

wen ercent (20%) the number of
registered electors in any other district in order that all
districts may have substantially an equal number of electors
registered therein; provided that final action in any
redistricting ordinance shall be completed by the commission at
least sixty (60) days prior to any special, preliminary or
general election. A district boundary shall not run through a
residential structure, and all residential structures shall lie
wholly within one district or another.

T

Sec. 2. Creation of commission; residency requirements, election

and terms of office of commissioners

ORDINANCE 98-32
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(b) Any commissioner, except those elected at large, who
changes his permanent residence to an area outside the district
from which elected shall be deemed to have vacated his office and
position on the town commission.46=

efé7—89—%37—passed—9—§%—89+—An% Commissioner who is rgdig;rigg%d
during the course of his term ordinance as required by Section
i EZ tEls Article, shall continue to hold office for t at

district until the expiration of his term.

Sec. 3. Nominations; character of service.

The town commission shall provide by ordinance for procedures
for nominations for the office of town commissioner, provided all
nominations and elections shall be conducted on a nonpartisan basis
without regard for a designation of the political party affiliation

‘ of any nominee on any nominating petition or ballot. All members
of the town commission shall serve without compensation but shall
be ;eimbursed for expenses ineurred—in-cenneetien—with—efficial

g

duties—{ord—35-2, passed—2—39-F5+_associated with their office
in the amount of %25000.00 per vear pavable quarterly. Town

Commissioners shall not be entitled to any other benefits o the
Town of Longant Key arising out of their office except that

Commissioners shal e reimbursed their actual and necessar
xpenses incurred in _performan of their autLe§ of EZZ%EE Egr

a matters outside the terrjitorial limits of the counties of

Sarasota and Manatee.

0
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the—expiration—of-their—respective—terms—-
+ord——35-2—passed-—2—15—35}

Sec. 5+ Elections generall

When there are more than two (2) qualified candidates for an
elective office on the town commission, there shall be a
preliminary and general election. The preliminary election shall
be held on the first Tuesday of February and the general election
shall be held on the third Tuesday of March, or, when practicable,
in conjunction with any County election held in March by the
coordinating County, Sarasota or Manatee County.. The names of the
two (2) candidates who receive the first and second highest number
of votes cast for a particular office in the preliminary election
shall be placed on the ballot for that: office at the general
election. If no more than two (2) electors qualify as candidates
for nomination for each office to be voted upon, then no
preliminary election need be held; and such qualified candidates
shall be nominees at the next following general election.

Sec. 6> 5. Conduct of elections.

The town commission shall, by ordinance, prescribe the method
and manner of holding all elections in said town and shall provide
when and how special elections shall be called and held, which are
not provided for by the tetras of this Charter. All elections
shall be conducted substantially in accordance with the laws

' governing state elections insofar as there is no conflict with the
terms of the Charter.

Sec. ¥+ 6, Hours polls to be open; canvass of returns;
certification of election.

The polls shall be open at the voting places from 7:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m., or as otherwise provided by law, on the same day, and
the time shall be regulated by the customary time in standard use
in the Town of Longboat Key on the date of the particular election.
The result of the voting, when ascertained, shall be certified by
the Supervisor of Elections or his deputy and delivered to the Town
Clerk who shall transmit the returns to the town commission at a
meeting to be held at 8+66 7:00 PM on the day following the
election. At such meeting, the town commission shall canvass the
returns and the result as shown by such returns shall be declared
by the commission to be the result of the election. The town clerk
shall thereupon furnish a certificate of election to each person
shown to have been elected, and each such person shall take office

1990+ 11
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at that meeting. 4ord—F5-2—passed-2—315—F5+—Am—Ord—86—17
passed—1—6-96}

Sec. 8- Judge of alifications.

The town commission shall be the judge of the election and
qualification of its own-members, subject to review by the courts.

Sec. 8+ 8. Vacancies.

(a) Vacancies in the town commission shall be filled by the
town commission, with any person so appointed to be a qualified
elector from the district of the vacated commissioner, to serve
until the next general municipal election. At the next general
municipal election, the vacancy shall be filled by election; the
person elected in such election to serve the remaining unexpired
term of the town commissioner whose vacant office is being filled.
If a vacancy is not filled by the town commission within thirty
(30) days after the vacancy occurs, a special election shall be
held within sixty—{66—days g%%%% after such a vacancy
occurs; and the person so elected sha serve the remaining
unexpired term—ef—the—commissioner—whose—vacant—eoffice—is—being
£illed~r

{(b) Any vacancy resulting from a recall election shall be
filled in the manner provided by state laws applicable to recall of
municipal officials.

Sec. 36= 9. Recall of town commissioners

All members of the town commission shall be subject to recall
as provided by the laws of the State of Florida.
+ord+—35—-2—passed—2-35-75}

Sec. 33+ 10. Mayor and vice-mayor.

(a) The town commission shall at a meeting to be held at
$:+00 7:00 p.m. on the day following the general municipal election,
or thereafter when necessary to fill a vacancy, elect one (1) of
its members as mayor of the town and another of its members as
vice-mayor ef—the—tewn. In—eese If the members of the town
commission are unable to agree within five (5) days after the time
fixed herein or within five (5) days after any vacancy occurs, upon
the selection of the mayor and vice-mayor, then such officers shall

3990—5~F
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be chosen by lot, conducted by the town attorney, who shall certify
the result of such lot in the minutes of the town commission.

{b) In the event of illness, disability, death or absence of
the mayor, the vice-mayor shall have all powers, duties and
authority of the mayor.j}—and—imn—the—event 1f the vice-mayor signs
any instrument in place of the mayor; then it shall be presumed
without further proof that the mayor was either ill, disabled,
deceased or absent from the town. In the event of the illness,
disability, death or absence from the town of both the mayor and
vice-mayor, a quorum of the town commission may by resolution
entered in the minutes of the town commission, appoint an acting
mayor for such length »f time or for such particular purpose as may
be necessary. +{ord—35—2,—passed—2-19—75}

Sec. ¥2- 11. Functions and powers of mayor.

The mayor shall preside at all meetings of the commission and
perform such other duties consistent with the office as may be
imposed by it, shall have a voice and a vote in the proceedings of
the commission but no veto power, and may use the title of mayor in
any case in which the execution of legal instruments or other
necessity arising under the general laws of the state so requires+
but this shall not be considered as conferring upon the mayor the
administrative or judicial functions of a mayor under the general
laws of the state. The mayor shall be recognized as the official
head of the town by the courts for the purpose of serving civil
processes, by the government in the exercise of military law, and
for all ceremonial purposes.

- - . : %&vz&%\g
duties of the mavor shall be such as are conferre v the town

T e —————— 13
ommission in pursuance of the provisions of this charter, and no
otﬁers.

Sec. 13- 12, Relationship of town commission with administration.

{a) Except for purposes of inquiry, the town commission and
its members shall deal with the administrative service solely
through the town manager.}—ard rNeither the commission nor any
member thereef shall give orders to any subordinates of the town
manager, either publicly or privately. No individual member of the

town commission shall give orders to the town manager, either
B icly or privately.

15508+
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{b) The provisions of section i3+4a} 12(a) shall not limit or
restrict the right of the town commission er—any—ef-—-ito—members Q_E
a %ggx from inspecting or making inquiry regarding any wor
performed by any department or division of the town and shall not
limit or restrict the right of the town commission to make
investigations as provided in section 25 of this article.

{c) Neither the town commission nor any of its members shall
in any manner dictate the appointment or removal of any town
administrative officers or employees whom the town manager or any
subordinate is empowered to appoint, but &he town commission may
express +ts their views and fully and freely discuss with the town
manager anytﬁfng pertaining to appointment and removal of such
officers and employees.

Sec. 4= 13. Meetings.

{a) At 8268 7:00 p.m. on the Wednesday following each
general municipal election under this charter, the town commission
shall meet at the usual place for holding the meeting of the
legislative body of the town, at which time the newly ejected
commissioners shall assume the duties of office. Thereafter the
town commission shall meet at such times as may be prescribed by
ordinance or resolution, except that it shall meet regularly not
less than once each month for a regular voting meeting and once
each month for a regular non-voting workshop, except that the
regular non-voting workshop and the regular monthly voting meeting
in the month of August may be cancelled by the commission if
cancelled at least thirty (30) days prior to the day on which the
meeting would normally be conducted

{b) All meetings of the town commission and of the
committees thereof shall be public.—and gAny citizen shall have
access to the minutes and records thereof at.all reasonable
times. The commission shall determine its own rules and order of
business and shall keep minutes of its proceedings.

a . |

L
g g 3T =T T

ord—69-13—passed—5—21—85}-

Sec. 35~ 14. Special and Emergency meetings.

la) Special Meetings. The mayor, or any two (2) members of
the commission, may ca special meetings of the commission upon at
least twe—{2) twenty-four (24) hours written notice to each member,
served personally, or left at the member's place of business or
usual place of residence; provided, the aforesaid requirement of
written notice of special meetings may be waived at said special
meeting by the unanimous vote of the entire town commission

159663 4
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recorded in the minutes of the meeting; but in any event, there
shall be no such requirement of written notice where notice is
given at the meeting immediately preceding the special meeting and
so recorded in the minutes of that meeﬁing.

f ]

&L
A _vote that the meeting 1s an emergenc a
§§ E%siness. TEe afzzrmatlve voEe oz tée ma30r1§§
ommissioners present us one shall be necessary to confirm that
he meeting 1S an emergency meeting. Failure to obtain this
Ffirmative vote shall grecfuge conductlng any furtEer Eugznegs
t the meeting exceot adjournment, An affirmative vote of not
ess_than four (4) members sha be necessary for a other
tions taken at an emergency meetin

ec. 36+~ 15. Penalty for absence.

- o et

e

Absence from

meetings and workshops for two (2) consecutive alendar months
sha operate to vacate the seat of a member, unless such absence
is excused by the comm1551on by—fese&acten \ac

s

S5~2—passed-—2-10—
IS5 —Am—0rdr—895—13—passed—5-21-854+— rlor to the end of the two-
month period. The month of August shall be excluded when comguting

these two consecutive months.

Sec. 3¥— 16. Enactment of ordinances.

BOOK___12 _ PAGE_H®S
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The enactmen f all ordinances and resolution h

Town of Longboat Key sha = in substantial conformance with state
Taw.
==

b} The majority of the members of the town commission
shall constitute a quorum.,—but 2 A lessgr number may adjourn from
day to day and compel the attendance of absent members in such a

manner and under such penalties as may be prescribed by ordinance.
The affirmative vote of %he—ma§e=L%y—e%—a—qaefay—pfeseﬁ%—sha%&—be

affirmative—vote at—not—less—then—three 3+ not less than four (4)
members shall be necessary to adopt any ordinance or resolution

and the passage of all ordinances shall be taken by "yeas" and
"nays' and entered in the minutes. On final passage, the vote of
each member of the town commission voting shall be entered on the
official record of the meeting. All ordinances or resolutions
passed by the town commission shall become effective ten (10) days
after passage or as otherwise provided therein. Should an

=2 M s

ordinance or resolution receive an affirmative vote of less than
four (4 but the affirmative votes of enou h _when added to th
nt members to make four (4 the ordinance or r utio
s rescheduled from meeting to meetin until the matter can
e decided by a concurring vote of four (4) or more members O
;ﬁe Commission.

43+ (c) Every ordinance or resolution shall, upon its final
passage, be recorded in a book kept for that purpose and shall be
signed by the mayor and the town clerk.

(d) Codes, including the building code and other codes of
the town of Longboat Key, which eedes are themselves in printed
form and are on file and available for public inspection at the
office of the town clerk, need not be published in a newspaper in
order to become effective, but may by apt reference be made a part

BOOK__13 __PAGE484 ag- 3a.
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of any town ordinance now or hereafter adopted.

Sec. I8+ Emergen measures

(a) An emergency ordinance is one which, in the opinion of

the town commission, is required to be passed for the immediate

ce and safety, health or

or providing for the usual

ny of its departments; and

the emergenc hall be set forth in a
preamble to the ordinance.

(b) Appropriations of money may be made by an emergency
ordinance, but no ordinance making a grant,"renewal or extension
for a franchise or other special privilege or establishing or

the rates to be charged by any public utility tar its
services shall be passed as an emergency ordinance. Emergency
ordinances shall be effective upon the date specified in the
ordinance itself.

Sec. ¥5= 18. Codification of ordinances

(a) The town commission shall provide for the continuing re-
vision and codification of all of the general and permanent
ordinances of the town to be published in book form,

sufficient copies available to the general public at a reasonable
cost.

(b) Every such revision or codification, after adoption by
the town commission, shall be received in any of the courts of this
state as prima facie evidence of the existence and contents of the
laws and ordinances therein contained.

Sec. 20— 19, Oath of office.

Every officer of the town shall, before entering upon the
duties of his office, take and subscribe to an oath or affirmation
to be filed and kept in the office of the town clerkér—wh&eh Such
oath shall be in the form prescribed for state officers by the
Constitution of the state.

(Moved to Article III, Section 4)
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] permanent boards

L _Serve without compensation at t e
e
1e Town | [ssion for such terms as it deem
necessarv. sirable. At a minimum, the permanent %garg§ of
be _the Planning and Zoning Board, the Zoning B rd
Adjustmen nd %ﬁg Code Enfor%emen; Boar3! the Eutfes and
r ties of which shal e _establishe by ordfnancg.

b The Town Commission, at its discretion shall a int a
harter Review Commit e to review the Charter but in no even
% a Such review be less than once in a ten year period from the

ate of a option of this Charter,

Sec. 23> 21, Duty to impose and levy taxes.

’ The town commission shall levy and impose such ad valorem and
other taxes as authorized by law as, in its judgment, are necessary
to provide sufficient revenues to carry on the government of the
town; provided, unless levied to pay debt service including sinking
fund reserves for approved bonded indebtedness of the town, no more
than five (5) mills on the dollar of assessed valuation shall be
levied or collected as a tax on real property unless previously
approved by a majority of electors voting in a regular or special
election or referendum.

g

Sec. 24= 22. Comprehensive plan for town.

(a) The town commission shall cause plans to be developed on
continuing basis for the future development and maintenance of
the town, considering the health, safety, morals, environmental
protection, aesthetics, convenience and general welfare of the town
- and its residents

53553
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+4dy [b) The present density limitations provided in the
existing comprehensive plan as adopted March 12, 1984 shall not be
increased without the referendum approval of the electors of
Longboat Key.

Sec. 25— 23, Investigations.

The town commission shall have power at any time to cause the
affairs of any department or the conduct of any officer or employee
to be investigated, and for such purpose shall have power to compel
the attendance of witnesses and the production of books, papers,
and other evidence; and for that purpose may issue subpoenas or

’ attachments which shall be signed by the mayor or such other
officer authorized by the town commission and shall be served by
any officer authorized by law to serve such process. The town
commission in making such investigation shall have the power to
cause testimony to be given under oath and shall have the power to
apply to any court of competent jurisdiction to punish for contempt
any person refusing to testify or to produce any books, papers,
documents or other evidence under his control which relates to the
matter under investigation.

Article III. Town Manager

Sec. 1. Appointment; cqualifications; compensation

] The town commission shall by an affirmative vote of at least
five (5) members, appoint a town manager who shall serve at the
pleasure of the town commission and for such compensation as deter-
mined by the commission. The-tewn-manager—-may—reside—outside—the

£

tovn—while—in-office—enly-with—the—approval—of—the—toWwn—COmmISSIonT
The manager shall be appointed solely on the basis of professional

19

31990657
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and administrative qualifications.

Sec. 2. Removal

The Town Manager may be removed from office upon_th
a?flrmagfve vote of five igl members _oOf gﬁe Town %gmmfsg%gn.
Written notice of the removal action s%eCL ying the e fective

ate of removal shall be prompt rovided to the Town Manager.

Sec. 3. Acting town manager.

By letter filed with the town clerk, the manager, or in his
absence, the mayer town commission, shall designate a qualified
town administrative officer to exercise the powers and perform the
duties of manager during any temporary absenee—er—disabilitys

1556—6—F 20
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:t. During such absenece—or
lit the town commission may
nd appoint another officer of
the town to serve until the manager shall return or the disability
y shall cease.

Sec. 4. Powers and duties of the town manager.

The town manager shall be the chief administrative officer of
the town and shall be responsible to the town commission for the
administration of all town affairs and shall establish such
departments and divisions of responsibility as shall be necessary
and proper for administration of the affairs of the town and
performance of its municipal functions. The—manager He shall be
responsible for the preservation of peace and the protection of
persons and property within the town and shall be the director of
all public safety forces. Subject to such personnel regulations as
may be adopted by ordinance or resolution of the town commission,

the—manages gg shall ursuant to this Charter, appoint, remove and
fix compensation for the chiefs and all subordinate officers of the
police, fire and other safety forces of the town, ggggé%ggg§=ggg%g
and _ t those specified elsewhere in

ollowing powers and

+d) (a) Te dDirect and supervise the administration of all
departments, offices and agencies of the town, except as
otherwise provided by this Charter or by law. .

H00K__ 13 PAGE_ 419
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(b) Determine whether officers, clerks or employees of the
town shall be bonded and the amount of the bond. The bond shall
be procured from a regularly accredited surety company authorized
to do business under the Laws of Florida, the premiums on such
bonds to be paid by the town, and on file with the Town Clerk.

{c) Te aAttend all town commission meetings, unless
otherwise excused by the Town Commission, and shall have the
right to take part in discussion but may not vote.

+£+ %g; To sSee that all laws, provisions of this Charter
and acts of the town commission, subject to enforcement by the
manager or by officers subject to the manager's direction and
supervision, are faithfully executed.

4+g+ _le) Te pPrepare and submit the annual budget and
capital program to the town commission.

e ssubmit to the town commission and make
available to the public a complete report of the finances and
administrative activities of the town as of the end of each
fiscal year.

+i+ (g) Te mMake such other reports as the town commission
may require concerning the operations of town departments,
offices and agencies subject to the manager's direction and
supervision.

' 43+ (h) Te ¥Keep the town commission fully advised as to the
financial ‘Condition and future needs of the town and make such
recommendations to the town commission concerning the affairs of

the town as deemed desirable

He+ (i) Te—be Serve as purchasing agent for the town, by
through whom all purchases of supplies shall be made.r—and He shall
approve all vouchers for the payment of same———In—the—ecopaeity—of

pufehaséﬁq—ageﬁeT—%he—maaage&—sha%k—a&se and conduct all sales of
personal property which the commission may authorize to be sold as
having become unnecessary or unfit for the town's use. All
purchases and sales shall be conformed to such regulations as the
town commission may from time to time prescrib :

fo pPerform such other duties as are specified in

this charter or may be required by the town commission.
86—%;—passeé—%-ae—86+

(3 O g g

1990—6~F+ 22
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Article IV. Town Clerk

Sec. 1. Appointment and qualifications

The town manager, with the approval of the town commission,
shall appoint a town clerk solely on the basis of &he professional
qualifications ef—sueh—indiwvidual.
+ord—35-2—passed—2-15-75)

Sec. 2. Powers and duties

The town clerk shall be head of the department of records and
custodian of all official records of the town, and shall be respon-
sible to the town commission for the proper administration of all
affairs concerning the records of the .town placed under the town
clerk's authority under this Charter, and shall:

(a) Serve as clerk to the town commission and recorder of
all its official actions.

(b) Serve as the election official for the-town.

(c) Authenticate documents of the town where required and be
custodian of the town seal.

(d) Attest all bonds, contracts and other instruments on
behalf of the town.

(e) Administer oaths required or authorized under any laws,
this Charter or ordinance of the town.

(f) Keep as a permanent record all written contracts and
bonds where the town is a party in interest.

(gf Perform such other duties as prescribed by law or by
this Charter or by any ordinances of the town .or by direction of
the town commission or town manager.

+2—passed—5-12-89}
Article V. Town Finances

Sec. 1. Finance director.

The town manager shall appoint a finance director whese—duties
shall—ineluder—who shall:

(a) Fe—e—Collect and invest all funds of the town, provided
the town commission shall direct the policy of investment of such
funds, the investment or deposit of such funds to be done and made
by competitive bids therefor, after due notice, or in such other

3550—6—3 23
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manner as in the judgment of the town commission may be deemed in
] the best interest of the town; provided, each investment is secured
in accordance with Florida State Statutes.

(b) Te-pPay out on behalf of the town by checks or other
orders for payments all payments due from the town, provided
the town commission shall provide by ordinance or resolution the
manner in which all checks or other orders for payment are to be
signed, which shall require at least one countersignature.

(c) Po—sSupervise all accounting procedures.

“+e) 4%% Feo—aAudit the accounts of any officers of the town
upon such officer's death, resignation, removal or expiration of
term, and to notify the town manager and town commission if any of
such officers are found to be indebted to the town.

+£ e) Te—elertify as to available funds prior to any
allocation by the town commission.

49 {f) Te—£fFurnish to the town manager such fiscal services
as required.

T v

’ Except as may be required by law rescribe and require
the use of a plain and uniform system o eeping records
accounts all town departments, officers or emplovees w%o are
ghargeﬁ with the recefgt or disbursement of any of the funds of
the town, or who may be authorized to purchase materials or
sugoffes or to employ labor for the town in a manner required by

aw,
E_——- 3

gh% Except as may be required by law, prescribe the forms
of vouchers or other evidence of t receipt of mone rom the

155905+
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y Sec. 2. Fiscal Year.
The fiscal year of the town shall begin on the first day of

October and end on the Last day of September, oOr otherwise as may
be provided by law.
+ord—75—2

Sac. 3. Submission of budget aﬁd budget message.

on or before the first day of June of each year, the town
manager shall submit to the town commission a preliminary budget
for the en-suing fiscal year and a final budget and an accompanying
message on or before the first day of August of each year.

Sec. 4. Budget message. ‘ S

The town manager's message shall explain the budget both in
fiscal terms and in terms of the work programs. It shall outline
the proposed financial policies of the town for the ensuing fiscal
year, describe the important features of the budget, indicate any
major changes from the current year in financial policies,
expenditures and revenues, together with the reasons for such
changes, summarize the town's debt position and include such other
material as the town manager deenms desirable.

Sec. 5. Budget.

The budget shall contain an organizational chart showing the
functions of all departments and divisions of the town, shall

' provide a complete financial plan of all town funds and activities
for the ensuing fiscal year and, except as required by law or this

Charter, shall be in such form as the town manager deems desirable

or the town commission may require.
tovm—manager—shall—utitie the—most—feasible—ecombination—of
aager—shaltl—utilrae—oas

p&fpese—iﬂb—aeE*v&%jh—aad—-eb&ee%f It shall begin with a clear
general summary of its contents; shall show in detail all estimated
income, indicating the proposed property tax levy, and all proposed
expenditures, including debt service, for the ensuing fiscal year;
and shall be so arranged as to show comparative figures for actual
and estimated income and expenditures of the current fiscal year
and actual income and expenditures of the preceding fiscal year.

—4ﬂétea%e—t&—aepafa%e—eeeEteﬁs+—include separate sections
for operation, capital expenditures, and utlfltz ogeratfgns.

q - 33-
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. Capital program

{a) Submission to town commission. The town manager shall
prepare and submit to the town commission a twe—-year capital
program on or before the first day of June of each year.

(b) Contents. The capital program shall include:
(1) A clear general summary of its contents;
(2) A list of all capital improvements which are

proposed to be undertaken during the five (5) fiscal years next
ensuing, w&eh—appfepféa%e——5appef%%ag——inéexmaﬁéea——ae——%he—

= -

(3) Cost estimates, method of financing and
recommended time schedules for each such improvement; and

{(4) The estimated annual cost of operating and
maintaining the facilities to be constructed or acquired.

The above information may shall be revised and extended each
year with regard to capital improvements still pending or in

process of construction or acquisition.
Sec. 7. Town commission action on budget

(a) Notice and hearing. The town commission shall publish a
general summary of the budget and notice of budget hearings in
accordance with Florida Statute requirements:

(1) The times and places where copies of the message
and budget are available for inspection by the public and

(2) The time and place, not less than two (2) weeks
after such publication, for a public hearing on the budget.

S B00K L2 PAGE H7y*
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(b) Amendment before adoption. After the public hearing,
the town commission may adopt the budget with or without amendment.
In amending the budget, it may add or increase programs or amounts
and may delete or decrease any programs or amounts, except
expenditures required by law or for debt service or for estimated
cash deficit, provided that no amendment to the budget shall
increase the authorized expenditures to amount greater than the
total of estimated income.

(c) Adoption. On or before the last town commission meeting
of each fiscaf year, the town commission shall, by ordinance which
may be made effective immediately, adopt the town budget for the
ensuing fiscal year. 1If it fails to adopt the budget by this date,
the amounts appropriated for current operation for the current
fiscal year shall deemed adopted for the ensuing fiscal year on a
month-to-month basis, with all it-s tit it prorated accordingly,
until such time as the town commission adopts a budget for the
ensuing fiscal year. Adoption of the budget shall constitute
appropriations of the amounts specified therein as expenditures
from the funds indicated, shall establish the salaries of the town
manager and town attorney, and shall constitute a levy of the
property tax specified therein.

6rd—85-~13, passed-—95-21-89}

Sec. 8. Public records.

Copies of the budget and the capital program, if adopted,
shall be public records and shall be made available to the public
in the town hall.

+4ord—I5~2,—passed—2-19-85)

Sec, 9. Amendments after adoption.

(a) Supplemental appropriations. If during the fiscal year
the town manager certifies that there , are available for
appropriation revenues in excess of those estimated in the budget,
the town commission by ordinance may make supplemental
appropriations for the year up to the amount of such excess.

(b) Emergency appropriations. To meet a public emergency
affecting life, health, property or the public peace, the town
commission may make emergency appropriations. Such appropriations
may be made by emergency ordinance. To the extent that there are
no available unappropriated revenues to meet such appropriations,
the town commission may by such emergency ordinance authorize the
issuance of emergency notes, which may be renewed from time to
time, but the emergency notes and renewals of any fiscal year shall
be paid not later than the last day of the fiscal year next
succeeding that in which the emergency appropriation was made.

195067 'a 27
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() Reduction of appro riations. If at any time during the
fiscal year 1t appears pro%aSIe to the town manager that the
revenues available will be insufficient to meet the amount
appropriated, the manager shall report to the town commission
without delay, indicating the estimated amount of the deficit, any
remedial action taken, or the manager's recommendations as to any
other steps to be taken. The town commission shall then take such
further action as it deems necessary to prevent or minimize any
deficit and for that purpose, it may by ordinance reduce one or
more appropriations.

(d) Transfer of appro riations. At any time during the
fiscal year, the town manager may transfer up to §5,000-09
$10,000.00 of funds constituting a part or all of any unencumbered
appropriation balance among programs within a department, office or
agency. The town manager shall thereafter give notice of any such
transfer to the town commission. Upon written request by the town
manager, the town commission may authorize transfers of larger
amounts of unencumbered appropriations among programs within a
department, office or agency and by resolution transfer part or all
of any unencumbered appropriation balance from one department or
agency to another.

(e) Limitations; Effective Date. No appropriation for debt
service may be reduced or transterred, and no appropriation may be
reduced below any amount required by law to be appropriated or by
more than the amount of the unencurbered balance thereof. The
supplemental and emergency appropriations and reduction or transfer
of appropriations authorized by this section may be made effective
immediately upon adoption.

Ord 0.1
> TSI

[PV B « Vs & | Oy
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Sec. 10. Lapse of aggrogriations.

Every appropriation, except an appropriation for a capital
expenditure, shall lapse at the close of the fiscal year to the
extent that it has not been expended or encumbered. An
appropriation for a capital expenditure shall continue in force
until the purpose for which it was made has been accomplished or
abandoned.

Sec—13 Budget X d—allotments
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Sec. 32+ 11, Certificateion of available funds.

(a) Before Prior to the §xggggio% of any contract, e other
obligation involving the expenditure of money shall-be—entered—inte

or any order of the town commission or any offi of the town for
expenditure o money !_---mﬂg-mwm o608
any—effieer—ofthe—town; the finance director shall first certify
in writing that the funds required for any such obligation are, or
within the fiscal year shall be in the treasury of the town.
eredit-ef the—fund—to—be-dravn—uponi—provideds Eghe town commission
may, however, provide for contracts or other obligations involving
the expeng%ture of money in any immediately ensuing fiscal year,
so_long as the finance director shall first certify in
writing as to reasonable anticipation that such funds will be
available to the town during sueh—immediately—ensuing the next
fiscal year.; asnd—previdedfurther—that—no No such certification
shall be required in connection with the issuance of bonds by the
town under the provisions of this article or pursuant to any
epplieable general or special laws of the State of Florida.
Nothing contained herein shall preclude: (i) the town gommi§sigg
Tom entering into multi-yvear contracts or agreements; or
the town manager entering into multi-year feases, so fon as _said

contracts, aqreements, or leases are otherwlse in accorgdance Wit
1aw.

{b) Money to be derived from bonds which have been sold and
are in the process of delivery, and money which has been pledged to
the town by federal, state or county agencies shall be deemed to be
in the treasury to the credit of the appropriate fund.

{(c) The finance director's certificate shall be filed with
£he as direc%ed b§ the town manager and—tewn—eleri; and thereafter-
such funds sha e considered encumbered and unavailable for other
expenditures until the town is discharged from the particular
obligations.

{d) Any authorization of payment or incurring of obligation
in violation of the provisions of this Charter shall be void and
any payment so made illegal; such action shall be cause for removal
of any officer who knowingly authorized or made such payment or
incurred such obligation, and such officer shall also be liable to
the town for any amount so paid. However, except where prohibited
by law, nothing in this charter shall be construed to prevent the
making or authorizing of payments of making of contracts for
capital improvements to be financed wholly or partly by the
issuance of bonds or to prevent the making of any contract or lease
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providing for payments beyond the end of the fiscal year, provided
that such action is made or approved by ordinance.
+4ord—}5~2—passed-2—15—35} .

Sec. 34+ 12, Audit of accounts

At the end of each fiscal year, and eftemer more often if so
required by the town eemmissiom—manager, the finance director shall
audit the accounts of the several departments, officers and
employees, and shall audit all other accounts in which the
municipality is interested. The finance director shall at all
times have access to and may inspect and make copies of all books
on which entries are made or are required to be made, relating to
the receipt or expenditure of money on account of the town, and of

' all vouchers, accounts, bills, warrants, drafts, contracts or
other papers relating thereto. The town commission, at the end of
each fiscal year ef—the—tewn, shall cause the books of accounts of
the town to be audited by an independent certified public
accountant selected by the town commission. whe—skall;—ulpon
completion of the audit, deliwer it shall be delivered to each
member of the town commission, the finance director and the town
managerr £ 4 i and a copy ef—saoid—audit shall
remain on file in the office of the finance director for inspection
by any person desiring to inspect the same. A summary of
said audit furnished to the town as provided by this section shall
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of
Longboat Key within a period of not more than thirty (30)
days after the completion of any such audit.
+ord—IFo~2—passed-2-15—F5+

Sec. 35+ 13, Audit and certification of claims.

All claims and demands against the town, before they are
allowed by the town commission, shall be examined and adjusted and
ot their correctness certified by the finance director, who shall

15506+ 30
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keep a record of all accounts and doings and a record of all
contracts to which the town is a party, with—an—index—therete, and
such books shall be opened to the inspection of all parties
interested.

Sec. 36+ Investment adviso committee.

The town commission shall appoint an investment
advisory committee consisting of three (3) or more members of
the town commission, which committee shall be authorized to
consult with persons experienced in finance. Annually and at such
other times as requested by the town commission, the committee
shall render written reports as to the character and extent of the
town's investments, together with recommendations for any
revisions in the town's investment program.

Sec. ¥~ 15. Bonds generaily.

q%- 3
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Article VI. Town Attorney

Sec. 1. Appointment and qualifications.

The town commission shall appoint a town attorney who shall
serve at the pleasure of the town commission. The town attorney
shall be a member of the Florida Bar with a minimum of three (3)

years' experience in the practice of law prior to the time of
appointment.

Sec. 2. Assistant town attorneys.

The town attorney may appoint members of the Florida Bar as
his assistants, provided the terms of such appointments and

19906+ 33
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compensation of such apbointees shall be made with the advice and
consent of the town commission.

Sec. 3. Duties.
The town attorney shall:

(a) Serve as legal adviser to the town, the town commission
and all of the governmental and proprietary functions of the town
and its departments, divisions, officers, boards and committees;

{b) Prepare or review all proposed ordinances and
resolutions of the town: .

(c) Approve as to form and legal correctness all
written contracts entered into by the town; and unless otherwise
provided by ordinance, no such contracts shall take effect until
his approval is endorsed thereon;

(d) Prosecute and defend all legal actions wherein the town
is a party in interest;

‘{er—Serve—as—proseeutingattorneyfor—the—town—in-any—ecourt
ef—competent—jurisdictions

+£+ _(e) Perform such other legal services as requested by
the town commission or town manager.

Article VII. Charter Amendments

Sec. 1. Proposal of amendments.

Amendments to this Charter may be framed 'and proposed:

(a) By ordinance adopted by the town commission setting
forth the full text of the proposed amendment; or

(b) By written petition or petitions to the town commission
initiated by the electors setting forth the full text of the
proposed amendment and signed in person by qualified electors of
the town equal to at least ten percent (10%) of the total number of
qualified electors registered to vote at the preceding general town
election. Ali required signatures to petitions initiated by the
electors must bear the dates on which each signature is affixed
and all required signatures must be affixed within a period of
ninety (90) days prior to the date such petition is submitted to
the town commission.+eré—3F5~2,—passed—2~19-75}
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Sec. 2. Method of referendum
<

: . Upon adoption of an ordinance by the town commission as

: provided in Section 1(a) of this Article or upon delivery
{ to the town commission of a written petition as provided in

: Section 1(b) of this Article, the town commission shall,

not—tess
wi%hin
six (6) months _cause a referendum to be held on the question o
adoption of such proposed amendment in the manner provided by law
and this charter. N

Sec. 3. Referendum on charter amendments.
{a) Any proposed amendment to the charter shall be submitted
to a referendum of the electors o
title, which may differ from its legal title but which shall
ise statement describing the substance of

contain a clear and conc
the proposed amendment. Below the ballot title shall appear:

For

Against

P

(b) Before any proposed amendment to this charter shall be
submitted to the electors, the entire text of the same shall first
be published not less than seven (7) nor more than sixty (60) days
prior to the date of the referendum in a newspaper of general

circulation in the town.

Sec. 4. Adoption of amendment.

Any proposed amendment to the Charter
i in such referendum shall

the qualified electors of the town voting

become effective whea—f4%ed—wé%h—Ehe—e%éiee—ef—fhe—dePaf%EERE-ﬁé
time fixed in_such amendment!.or i% no time is therein fixed,
thirty (30) days after its adoption by the e ectors.

adopted by a majority of

1550-5-F 35
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Sec. 5. Supplemental method of amendment

The foregoing method of proposing amendments and mechanics of
holding referendums thereon shall be supplemental to the provisions
of all other laws relating to amendment of municipal charters.

é Article VIII. Transitional and Separability

Sec. 2+ 1. Existing ordinances not inconsistent with amended
Charter.

All existing ordinances of the town, not in conflict with the
provisions of this Charter, shall continue in effect and unimpaired
until repealed, amended or modified by the town commission, 4n

regular—eourses
4ord—35-2,—passed—2-19-75}

Sec. 3+~ 2. Title to all properties reserved.

The title rights, ownership of property and all claims of the
‘ Town of Longboat Key, including all suits, actions and choses in
: actions owned by the town, shall continue under this Charter, and
no pending causes shall be abated as a result of adoption of this
Charter.

Sec. 4= 3. Obligation of contracts preserved.

No debt or contract of the municipality, including bonds here-
tofore issued, shall be impaired or voided by the adoption of this
Charter.

Sec. 5~ 4. Officers held over until successors qualify.

A1l officers of the town heretofore elected or appointed and
holding office in the town shall continue to hold their respective
offices and to discharge their duties thereof until their
successors are ejected or appointed under the provisions of this
charter. This Charter shall not affect or impair any vested rights
or privileges of any persons who are town officers or employees at

199057 36
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the time of its adoption.
Sec. 6+ Separabili clause.

If any article or any part hereof, or any section or part
thereof of this Charter as it now exists or as it may be amended is
held by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such holding shall not invalidate or impair the
validity, force or effect of any other article or part thereof, or
any other section or part thereof, unless it clearly appears that
such other article or part thereof, or section or part thereof, is
wholly or necessarily dependent for its operation upon the article
or part thereof, or Section or part thereof, held to be invalid or
unconstitutional. P
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EXHIBIT “B" ALTERNATE 1
JINSERTING ETHICS COMMISSION)
ARTICLE I, SECTION 8
gec. 8. Ethics in government.

A public office is a public trust. The people shall
have the right to secure and sustain that trust against
abuse. To assure this right, the town commission shall
provide by ordinance a town ethics code establishing
standards of conduct for town officers, employees,
candidates and advisory board members, including without
limitation elected town commissioners, and requiring
disclosure of financial or other interests and voting
conflicts, and providing procedures for such disclosures.

To further assure this right, the town commission shall
create by ordinance a Town Ethics Commission. The ordinance
shall provide for the duties and powers of the Ethics
Commission, enforcement of all ethical standards, procedures
for processing complaints of violations and penalties
consistent with this charter. Wwhen a complaint alleging a
breach of public trust is filed with the town clerk
concerning a candidate for town commission or an elected
town commissioner, or any member of an advisory board, the
matter shall be referred to the Ethics Commission to
conduct investigations and make public reports on all
complaints. If the Ethics Commission determines that an
ethics violation has been committed, it shall have the power
to take disciplinary action, including public censure and
reprimand, forfeiture of salary, restitution of any
pecuniary benefits received because of the violation
committed, removal from office, or a recommendation to the
State of Florida that the individual be removed from public
office. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Fthics
Commission shall apply to the Circuit Court for judicial
relief within thirty (30) days after rendition of decision.

The town manager shall insure that all employees abide
by the established standards of conduct for employees, as
set forth by the Town, and shall have the power to
reprimand, punish, demote, dismiss or take other
disciplinary action concerning employees who breach ethical
standards. The town commission shall request the Ethics
Commission to review all complaints alleging ethical
misconduct regarding either the town manager or the town
attorney and the Ethics Commission shall make findings of
fact as to whether the misconduct occurred and shall forward
said findings to the town commission for further action.
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(a) The town commission shall consist of seven (7)
electors of the Town. Two (2) commissioners shall be
elected at large. The remaining five (5) Commissioners
shall reside in and be nominated from each of the five
districts of the Town as set forth in Section 1.
cCommissioners shall be elected by the gualified electors
residing in all five districts at a general election and
shall hold office for two years beginning on the day after
their election as provided herein. One (1) commissioner-at-
large and commissioners from odd-numbered districts shall be
elected in even-numbered years, and one (1) commissioner-at-
large and commissioners from even-numbered districts shall
be elected in odd-numbered years.
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Any member of the town commission or an appointed board
who is convicted of a felony, or for any misdemeanor
! arising directly out of his conduct of duties, shall forfeit
i his office.

- ; The town code of ethics may have additional or
‘ different types of provisions than those of the state law,
! and may be stricter or more relaxed in its terms, provided
) however, that the provisions of the town ethics code shall
not be inconsistent with state law, and all town officers
and employees shall continue to be governed by the ethical
! standards provided therein.
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YEXHIBIT “D" ALTERNATE 3
ARTICLE IXI. SECTION 3
8ec, 3. Nominations: character of service.

The town commission shall provide by ordinance for
procedures for nominations for the office of town
commissioner, provided all nominations and elections shall
be conducted on a nonpartisan basis without regard for a
designation of the political party affiliation of any
nominee on any nominating petition or ballot. All members
of the town commission shall serve without compensation but
shall be reimbursed for expenses incurred in connection with
their official duties.
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