FDOT Secretary Jamie Driggers
Longboat Pass Bridge
March 25, 2026
Page Two
March 25, 2026
The Honorable Jamie Driggers, District 1 Secretary
Florida Department of Transportation
801 N. Broadway Avenue
Bartow, FL  33830
Re: Longboat Pass Bridge Replacement
Dear Mr. Secretary, 
Congratulations on your new position and thank you for the positive coordination and interactions between FDOT District 1 and the Town of Longboat Key.  The Town looks forward to a continued partnership.
The Town Commission would like to reiterate our strong preference for FDOT to reconsider a lower-level bascule bridge leading into our community. Please see the attached letter from Mayor Ken Schneier dated June 28, 2024, which demonstrates consistency in the Town’s position.
As you are aware, the north end of our island community is characterized by lower elevation, mostly single-family residential homes with smaller-scale condominiums and a few commercial businesses. The north end is not lined with high-rise condominiums, hotels, and heavy commercial areas. As such, the Commission and many of our residents believe a high fixed span would be out of character with the area. These are safety concerns that must be part of your considerations.
Additional notes for consideration: 
· It is our understanding that the 78-foot height was determined by a boat survey conducted in 2022, showing only 7 or 8 individual vessel owners necessitating this height. We believe this information not only needs to be updated, but is a questionable expenditure of taxpayer dollars to increase a fixed span height from a minimum of 65-feet to 78-feet. In any case, a bascule bridge can handle a vessel of any mast height, and Longboat Pass becomes one of the few available options for large-masted vessels to get to the Gulf in our area. 
· Unrelated to Longboat Pass Bridge, but related to overall traffic congestion improvement in the area, the Town acknowledges the significant regional investments in these bridges, including the Cortez Bridge. The Town strongly urges FDOT to simultaneously make intersection enhancements at the Cortez Road (SR 684) / Gulf Drive (SR 789) intersection, concurrent with that bridge project, as the intersection is directly connected and functions as a gate valve to the new free-flow bridge. 
The Town of Longboat Key values the strong working relationship with you and looks forward to meeting with you to continue these partnerships under your leadership.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to the Town Administration offices if you require further information. 
Sincerely,
Mayor Debra Williams
Town of Longboat Key
Attachment:
June 28, 2024 Correspondence
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