MEMORANDUM
Date: November 19, 2013
TO:	Dave Bullock, Town Manager
FROM:	Juan Florensa, Public Works Director
SUBJECT:	Public Alleys in the Village/Longboat Key Bay Access Inventory/ Durante Park Property Line

The attached report presents an overview of the platted public alleys right-of-ways located in the Longbeach Village. It also provides an inventory of the Town’s Bay accesses. Additionally, it identifies the existing property line between Durante Park and St. Judes Drive South where some boats, trailers and vehicles have been parked from time to time.

LONGBEACH VILLAGE ALLEYS

We have performed a review of all available Town documents in an attempt to research and identify all public alleys in the Village. We also utilized  Manatee County Official Record Plat Maps, a Village Study (performed in-house  1997-1999), Ordinance 2000-13, Vacation of a ten foot alley in Block 11 Longbeach Subdivision, and Commission Meeting minutes (April 3, 2000). 

It is important to note that no professional surveys, title searches and/or abstracts were done. This report should be considered a preliminary document to present the most current information as determined by staff through the resources mentioned below.

The Longbeach Village alley study area is bounded by Longboat Court to the North, Gulf of Mexico Drive to the West, Jackson Way to the South, and    Sarasota Bay to the East. The attached map graphically illustrates the study area locations.

The report documents and identifies seven alleys. A photograph of the entrances and approximate dimensions are included. It also attempts to describe the condition and accessibility of each one. In the report, the alleys are color-coded to represent our findings: yellow represents alleys accessible by vehicles; red represents inaccessible or never built alleys; blue represents vacated alleys.
  
Ordinance 2000-13 was adopted at the April 3, 2000 Commission Meeting to vacate the alley between Cedar and Hibiscus. This Ordinance had a condition that each individual homeowner was to sign the Conservation, Utilities & Use Restriction Easement Agreement. According to Town records, this condition was not met and therefore the alley was not vacated.






In summary, of the seven identified alleys only alley #1 is completely accessible by vehicular traffic in its entire length (from Longboat Dr. North to Bayside Dr.) This alley is used by many, if not all of the abutting property owners as well as solid waste collection vehicles. Many residents use this alley for ingress and egress of their boats and vehicles. Of the remaining alleys three are partially accessible and three are completely inaccessible or vacated.

LONGBOAT KEY BAY ACCESS INVENTORY

This report presents an inventory of the Town’s bay accesses located on the east side of the Town.

Sixteen bay accesses have been identified. A photograph of each one with approximate dimensions is included. It also attempts to describe the condition and accessibility of each one. In summary, there are ten accessible bay accesses and six that do not provide access. The inaccessible ones were either never improved or built. In some instances protected vegetation, such as mangroves, has taken over prohibiting clear cutting efforts.

We have done our best to locate and research Town documents to ensure that we have identified all official public owned bay accesses. In the end, we found that the 2007 and updated 2012 Town of Longboat Key Comprehensive Plan identified these accesses most accurately. It is possible that other official accesses exist although staff has been unable to identify them. If a more detailed inventory is desired we suggest that a professional land surveyor or title company be engaged to provide additional services.

DURANTE PARK/ST. JUDES DRIVE PROPERTY LINE

You have also asked that staff identify the northern boundary of Durante Park that is adjacent to and abuts St. Judes Drive South to determine if some of the vehicles, trailers and boats located in that area are currently parked on Town property.

The attached report locates the common property line between Durante Park and St. Judes Drive South. The photographs clearly show that the parked vehicles/trailers/boats are currently on Town property.
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