
M E M O R A N D U M  

TO: Tom Harmer, Town Manager 

FROM: Isaac Brownman, Public Works Director 

DATE:       June 11, 2018 

SUBJECT: Canal Dredging Update 
 

Recommended Action  
None, informational only. 
 

Background Canal Dredging 
At the April 17, 2017, Regular Workshop Meeting the Town Commission held discussions 
regarding a canal dredging maintenance project.  Dr. Cliff Truitt, P.E., and Ms. Jenna 
Phillips, MS, of Taylor Engineering presented the results of the Canal Dredging Feasibility 
Study and recommended actions for permitting and moving forward to construction in the 
later part of 2018. 
 

Discussions centered on future optimal/desired navigation depth of canals that would 
trigger different types of permitting requirements from State and Federal regulatory 
agencies. Other salient issues discussed were protection of natural habitats and impacts 
to environmentally protected seagrasses. 
 

Based on Town Manager recommendation, the Town Commission provided direction as 
follows: 
 

 Focus on areas presented as “red” with their related “yellow” areas for 16 
preliminary canals. Assume that the minimum ‘threshold’ navigable depth for 
purposes of defining red and yellow areas is three (3) feet below Mean Lower Low 
Water (MLLW) and dredge to depth of previous permits or exemptions. 

 Develop cost estimates. 
o Develop permitting requirements, mitigation issues and costs, disposal, and 

beneficial use of materials. 
 Use dredged material if beach compatible from Canal 1A, for beach front adjacent 

to Greer Island spit. 
 

Canal Dredging Update 
The following scheduled items of the program are: 

 Comprehensive bathymetric survey of priority (red and related yellow) canals – 
completed Fall 2017. 

 Verify limits of seagrass impacts – completed Fall 2017. 
 Preliminary design and permitting – Spring / Summer 2018. 
 FDEP Pre-Application held 4-5-18 

o Remove canals 31D and 33A from project due to seagrass impacts. 
o Need consent of use letters for Dredge Material Management sites. 

 FDOT and Bay Isles Association. 



o Mitigate approximately 1.8 acres of seagrass impacts in 8 of 14 canals. 
 Final design and permit applications and regulatory coordination – June 2018 

o Include USACE application (pending USACE response for pre-application 
meeting). 

 Final design – Fall 2018  
 Regulatory approval – Winter 2018 (agency review dependent) 
 Construction timeframe – Spring 2019 

 

Separate permit application for inclusion of the Greer Island (Canal 1A) eastern extension 
of the sand spit, design, permitting, and dredging / sand placement will be coordinated 
with the North End Stabilization project progression.  Surveys of spit and conceptual 
design have been conducted. 
 

Ms. Jenna Phillips, MS, and Dr. Cliff Truitt, P.E., Taylor Engineering, will be present for 
questions/ discussion. 
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Review of Project Background

General Definition of scope

Red / Yellow areas = 3 feet below MLLW 

Navigable Depth

Update on overall project status to date
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Results of FDEP Permit Pre-Application Meeting

Seagrass impacts and mitigation 

requirements

Navigable Depths, permit requirements or 

exemptions

Removal of two canals
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Dock on the Bay

Longboat Arms

Island Court
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Canal 33A

Marina Bay

Harbor Court
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Harbor Court

Marina Bay
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CANAL DREDGING PROJECT UPDATE

Questions?



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                   

 
End of Agenda Item  
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